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Ofrenda – Art for the Dead
Day of the Dead Masked Ball on Halloween;
With Art Exhibition, Parade, and Performances


Sat., Oct. 31, 3pm to Midnight – Free Admission



WHAT:
Ofrenda – Art for the Dead
Art Outlet and the Torpedo Factory Art Center collaborate for a marathon Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) inspired art event/extravaganza that includes a large art exhibition, a masked ball, multiple performances, and a parade on Halloween.





WHEN: 

Masked Ball, Parade, and Performances: Sat., Oct. 31, 3pm to Midnight



Art Exhibition: Sat., Oct. 31 – Tues., Nov. 2
WHERE: 
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria, VA 22314

ADMISSION:     No Cover; Cash Bar at Masked Ball

INFO: 

Art Outlet: www.artoutlet.org, 571-214-9994

Torpedo Factory Art Center: www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-4565

Alexandria, VA - Come celebrate Dia de los Muertos style when Art Outlet presents “Ofrenda: Art for the Dead,” an artistic autumn celebration of life’s embrace of death, 3 p.m. to midnight on Saturday, October 31. The 2009 (third annual) Ofrenda exhibition includes 40 local artists’ interpretations of “la Dia” (the Day) traditions, a sugar skull activity for children and adults, a parade and masked ball filled with music and performances for everyone to join, and a public altar where everyone can leave ofrendas (small displays of affection honoring departed loved ones). Ofrenda is presented in partnership with the Torpedo Factory Art Center on the waterfront in Old Town Alexandria.
About Dia de los Muertos. This traditional Mexican and Latin American holiday has nothing to do with zombies and everything to do with honoring and remembering dearly departed loved ones and celebrating the continuity of life. Individuals and families celebrate by displaying personalized and universal ofrendas—offerings—such as costumes, figures, ornaments, sugar candies and breads, flowers, candles, incense, and photos and other personal mementos—as part of beautifully elaborate installations. Death’s morbid side is buried under these altars and remembrances, as skeletons laugh, dance and sing—on this holiday the dead are full of life—and the living celebrate life’s embrace of death. 
EXHIBITING ARTISTS:
Michael Auger, Kathlyn Avila-Reyes, Jennifer Beinhacker, Jennifer Bishop, Ismael Carrillo, Kate Clark, Andrea  Collins, Rosemary Feit Covey, Anthony Delfin, Jackie Ehle, Cavan Fleming, Ric Garcia, Jeannette Herrera, Kevin Irvin, Jessica Jastrzebski, Rebecca Marion Kallem, Lori Katz, Shauna Lee Lange, Emily Green Liddle, Carolina Mayorga, Peggy Meckling, Heather Miller, Mara Odette, Claudia & Sergio Olivos, Chris Peloso, Kevin Chopper Peshkepia, Caren Quinn, Lisa Rosenstein, Skeeter Scheid, Heather Schmaedeke, Hillary Sloate, Kenya Rene Smith, Constance Springer Zabowski, Neil Leon Stavely, Erika Stone, Henrik Sundqvist, Roy Utley, Alexandra Zealand
Ofrenda – Art for the Dead

October 31 Event Schedule

Altars, shrines, art, & multiple performances throughout the night. Public altar by artist Andrea Collins.  Anyone can add ofrendas (offerings) to the public altar throughout the event.

3 pm - 4 pm 

FREE sugar skull activity with artist Heather Schmaedeke

3 pm - 3:40 pm 

Mariachi Estrellas (traditional Mariachi music)

4:45 - 5:30 pm 

Parliament Hill (Accoustic Folk)

5:30 - 5:45 pm 

Moira (Silk Trapeze Aerialist)

5:45 pm - 6:30 pm 
Wes Tucker & the Skillets (Blues/Rock)

6:30 pm - 6:45 pm 
Belladonna (belly dancing)
7 pm  7:45 pm 

Parade with drummers from Market Square to Torpedo Factory 

7:45 - 8:00 pm 

Drum circle at Torpedo Factory

8 pm - 8:15 pm 

Belladonna (belly dancing)
8:15 pm - 9pm 

Hootenanny Orchestra (Swing)

9 pm - 9:15 pm 

Moira (Silk Trapeze Aerialist)

9:15 - 10 pm 

American Sinners (Rock)

10:15 pm - 11 pm 
Demivolt (Rock)

12 midnight 

Event ends

MASKED BALL

> 3pm to Midnight, Oct 31
No cover; cash bar. Gallery goers and holiday revelers are invited to come to the Ofrenda reception and parade dressed Day of the Dead style or decked out in Halloween finery. An artist-led sugar skull activity and Mariachi performance by Mariachi Estrellas will kick off the celebration from 3 to 4pm. Live music including rock, swing, and blues will be interspersed with belly dancing and silk trapeze performances throughout the event. Guests can participate in the exhibition by bringing personal remembrances – ofrendas – to contribute to the artist-made public altar honoring those who have left us.

COMPLETE EVENT SCHEDULE AT THE END OF THIS RELEASE.

PARADE


> 7 to 7:45pm, Oct 31

The Ofrenda parade will be led by drummers, artists in costumes, and Day of the Dead puppets. It will begin at the historic Market Square near City Hall at 301 King Street at 7:00pm and end at the Torpedo Factory Art Center at 7:45pm with a drum circle.

Members of the public wishing to march in the parade can come in their costumes and bring puppets, shrines, and noise makers to add to the festivities. FREE and open to anyone. Contact us at ofrendaparade@artoutlet.org for more information.

ART EXHIBITION

> Oct 31 to Nov 2

Art Outlet has curated 1152 square feet of wall exhibition space (18 panels, courtesy of Artomatic) and space for sculpture/media on the first floor of the Torpedo Factory Art Center. A public altar outside the Torpedo Factory will include candles and incense. Inside, artist-made Dia de los Muertos altars and ofrendas will draw the beloved dead to visit their loved ones, feast on their favorite food and drink and listen to their favorite music - remembering the dead and celebrating life. Artwork in a variety of media will be presented.

About Art Outlet 

In 2006, Art Outlet was formed by a group of artists and performers to engage local communities and to amplify the artist's voice by creating local events celebrating arts and culture. Art Outlet events provide an opportunity for local artists to use contemporary art to communicate with each other and the public – young and old, from different cultures and from every spectrum of the community – about issues and ideas they feel strongly about in shows such as Life & Death, Self, an ongoing project about self-identity, Flux - An Art Sensory Overload, Ofrenda, FLIK interactive, Arthouse1, and The ZIP Code Show. 

Visit www.artoutlet.org for more information.

About the Torpedo Factory Art Center 

The Torpedo Factory Art Center is the highlight of Alexandria's Potomac River waterfront, attracting approximately 500,000 visitors annually. It houses more than 165 visual artists who produce artwork in a wide variety of media including painting, ceramics, photography, jewelry, stained glass, fiber, printmaking, and sculpture. The artists invite visitors to join them in their studios and observe their creative processes. You may ask questions, learn about each of their art forms, and purchase original work.

Visit www.torpedofactory.org for more information.

More Information about the event: http://www.artoutlet.org/news/events/ofrenda-art-for-the-dead
High resolution images are available upon request.

Torpedo Factory Art Center
82 Artist Studios – 6 Galleries
The Art League School – Alexandria Archaeology Museum

Open Daily 10 am – 6 pm, Open Thursdays until 9 pm
On the Waterfront in Old Town Alexandria
105 North Union Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703-838-4565
www.torpedofactory.org
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