[image: image2.jpg]



For Immediate Release


                        Art Outlet Contact:


                        Henrik Sundqvist

                        President



                        (571) 214-9994
   

[image: image1.jpg]


                                                                         info@artoutlet.org



Ofrenda 2008
October 1, 2008, Arlington, VA—Art Outlet presents Ofrenda 2008, an art exhibition of local aritsts' shrines, altars, paintings, photography, music, dancing, magic and spoken word based on the Day of the Dead tradition, at Almaz Ethiopian Restaurant 1212 U St., NW in Washington DC, Friday, October 31 – Saturday, November 1, 2008. 

Dia de los Muertos altars and ofrendas will draw the beloved dead to visit their loved ones, feast on their favorite food and drink and listen to their favorite music on the second floor transformed into a gallery of reverent and irreverent remembering of the dead and celebration of life. 

We'll have music and performances on two stages and drink and food specials for visitors to the gallery. Indoors and outdoors, we will have artist-built altars. In the gallery, you can participate in the exhibition by contributing personal offerings.

It's the grand Halloween weekend. Come dressed Day of the Dead style!

For directions and complete program listings visit www.artoutlet.org.

The Dia de los Muertos Tradition. Dia de los Muertos is a holiday dedicated to honoring and remembering dearly departed loved ones and celebrating the continuity of life. Individuals and families venerate their dead through the creation of ofrendas—offerings—such as costumes, figures, ornaments, sugar candies and breads, and other traditional item combined with flowers, candles and incense into beautifully elaborate installations. Death’s morbid side is buried under these altars and remembrances, as skeletons laugh, dance and sing—on this holiday the dead are full of life—and the living celebrate life’s embrace of death. 

++++++++++++
About Art Outlet 

In 2006 Art Outlet was formed by a group of artists and performers to engage local communities and to amplify the artist's voice by creating local events celebrating arts and culture. Art Outlet events provide an opportunity for local artists to use contemporary art to communicate with each other and the public--young and old, from different cultures and from every spectrum of the community--about issues and ideas they feel strongly about in shows such as Life and Death, Self, Flux - An Art Sensory Overload, Ofrenda, FLIK and FLIK interactive. 







